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Lucille love
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BwifUy toubeqn peered over the
eta Ira. Without aa instant heal taHob
Lucille had sped to the basement He
tiptoed to the room that bad been as-

signed her when be held ber captive
her. Pressing a button, on wall ol

room opened. He peered below,
watching her as, below, she searched,
feverishly tor the paper.

Loubequ quietly moved hack to hla-ow-

room. Slowly his fltgers reached
Cam a slight dink of machinery.

Then th spy stopped below and re-

ceived, the assuranc of th fire captain
that everything wa well. Hi smile
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(Continued from Pag 2.)
Dream ana neta It aeopite bar utmost th
efforta Even la the effort to waken.
unsuccessful though It was, aha eem

to recogolie the calm, Imperturba
buslueaaUko feature of Thompson.

Then she felt a aeruiatlon of ease aud out
comfort and peaca aucb a had not
been bora for a long time, and ahe al
lowed bereelf to drift away upon the
gentle flowing rhror that hummed Its wa
sung In her ears. '

She awakened to find herself being

shaken violently hy the conductor and
porter, whose ebony (ace had chang-

ed to a saffron shade. Bur head ached
fearfully that alio pressed her fever Y

palms to her templet to keep It
from bunting. Her throat and mouth

felt a though ahe had been subsisting
upon a diet of cotton soaked in oil, t

She staggered to her feet and stood,
dated and bewildered, in the alale of
the car. The conductor turned her
over to two women, wbo stood, with
her upon the platform, supporting her
trembling figure while the fresh air
drove away the fume of chloroform
and gas to which she bad been sub-

jected.
First she felt the rush of the train,

the dotting of light in the distance, tb
rush of the train pairt. the light, only

come upon a new cluster. And she
was rushing, rushing, rushing, Just like

these lights to a cavernous blackness
which she could not describe even to
herself.

Suddenly the reason for be being
upon the train cam to her. and. her
hands sought her breast, then ber

throat With a little cry she staggered
back Into the arms of the women.

"Hobbedl" she gasped. "I have been
robbedr

The women looked at one another
pltylnsrlv, then incredulously and flnnl

believlngly as they caught the pallor
and sanity on the girl's face: Bum
mouiug nil tier strength, she turned the
knob of the door aud sought the con-

duetor. He looked incredulous at the
girl's charge, but tnvesttgatioq showed

that the lbbt bad been lniiered with.
Nothing, however, could be done be
fore reaching San Franehico except
search of the car.

Lucille went with bim from place to
Place, scanning every face. But she

knew who bad dune this thing.- - When

the fought aguinst the Bugers of the
drugs they had been the Angers of
Thompson. When she had slipped

from peaceful slumber Into the drug-

ged atnpor it wna Tliomifcun ahe Imd

been brivety fighting.
But Thontpnon where had he disap-

peared? What had becom f the
ninu?

"We know who the thief wus, mlns."
tho conductor o, little Inter.

"He had the compartment faelnj ymir
section. The screen Is cut out. n
must have dropped out the window

after worklug bis game." .

Lucille smiled faintly.
"A medium sized mnn. rathe dark,

plainly dressed, with features that no-

body would notice especially nnda
livid war across the aide of lit fnce."
he murmured.
The man looked at ber In surprise.
Thompson," ahe murmured, "Tee;

ft was Thompson. I was positive from
tli Brut."

A the conductor corroborated her
description of the thief she lay back
against the dusty cushions of ber seat
Idly watching the train charging across
th Undecape. She bad started badly,

but she clinched ber teeth firmly. Her
purpose wa Urn as ever, hen' rage a
bit higher.

' Hugo Lonbeque cursed profoundly to
himself a be paced, up and dewa the
floor of hla San Prandsco bouaa From
below came the sounds of hi servants
searching Into every nook and cranny
of th mysterious bouse for the packet
of papers and documents be knew Lu-

cille had hidden here . t

lit frowned heavily at he went to
th window and looked down upon th
street, deserted now save for th old
woman wbo trudged toward the place.
Kb carried a basket of fruit over her
arm and Lonbeqn smiled grimly a '

she disappeared from hla sight then
reappeared after, being turned away '

from the door by the servant
A u Idly studied th worn some-

thing about her cangbt aad held, hla '

attention. 8 be moved slowly, bat there
wa a affectation about that slow-

est, wi. ;". ? Vw' i,
Lou deque's eye went fastened. Ilk

those of hawk aow, upon th old
woman, fib had stopped beside the
alarm box en the corner lamppost
Suddenly th heat form straightened
and he read the lmpaislv reeolv of
youth in every movement of tb Illy
attired eld woman. Her haad groped
upon the btoumL B saw her pick
p stone and smash the Are alarm.
Cam tb sound of Ire engine

rolling down the street Loubeqoe
watched the woman. She daubed to-

ward the captain aa he darted up la
hi light buggy, pointing eagerly
toward th bone of the spy. ber ye
glowing with excitement Then Lou-beq-

smiled aa he pressed bell and
ordered th search to stop Immediately.

Before tb rush of flremea with their
hose th door opened. Their heavy,
feet slumped opon tb stairs, through-

out th boo, Mttt Loubequ did not
move. H watched Lucille a 'ahe
tossed aside th habiliments sh bad
worn over he girlish clothe She
looked swiftly about to mak certain
no on wa In sight The she swuily
approached th extra truck upon which
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CHAPTER XIX.

An Appeal,

TJOILLB started Just aa her hand
encountered we psi-ce- i oiL papers and document.
A faint humming sound mln.

gled with the heavy tread of the fire
men above stairs. But she naa won,
was victorious after many defeat.
Still, that aoun-d-

Bbe seemed to bar beard it before.
With a little cry of horror she looked
op, her hands clasping the packet to
ber breast Tb room mat oea been
her boudoir was slowly closing down
upon her, waa moving down, down,

down, its dark floor threatening to
crash her like a letterpress closes upon

Its contents. Then It stopped.

She looked toward the door through
which th had entered, her delight at

t W-- , ta & it

'vv.y...ja,u.v

She Saw Loubequ In th Doorway.

the eccnpe dying before the sight of
tanbeque s tall, saturnine figure in the
doorway, the glowing cigar tip picking

oxit his every feature, the hiitrful
smile upon his face. He extended his

bivud. bowlug gracefully, sardonically.
"The pricket of papers. Miss Lucille,

if you please." he murmured.
For the fleeting second Lucille won

dered what would happen did ahe re-

fuse to surrender the pane's to Iu- -

beqne-wotide- rcd what diabolical thing
might enter bis brain when he found

himself defied. A glance at the room
which bad started to descend upon her
drove the thought away aa quickly as
It brought a shudder through her slen- -

dJ frame. Slowly, reluctantly, she
held out the packet to him. watching
him furtively, as with th utmostoour
taey be bowed and. placed It In hi
brvast pocket

Slowly he --conducted net op th
stairs. In bis private room he motion-e-

ber to t"chair, seating himself at
the desk.

"I am not going to threat yon
again," he said quietly, "f with you
to know that this la tb last time you
can Interfere with my plana ChlUt
can you not b made to see what folly
It is this fight against mer
' "Mr. Loubeque,". she said softly.
"have you never grieved that it 1 Ira
possible for th Oner feelings yon are
continually suppressing to be returned
because your ambitions art cruel and
base? I do aot Ilk to wag tbl con
tant war with yon. I do not Ilk to

bettl with tb man who ha beea o
kind to me In hi own way that 1 could
love him as another father. But; yon
would ruin my father; yon would
wreck my sweetheart's Ufa Ton would
keep me apart from perfect happiness
after I have merely peeked through
th door ef that happiness otaly to bav
It slammed sbnt in my face. Can
yon see that It Is yo wb most go
dowa to defeat? - Can't yon see that
tor such as supports a frail girl to
battle with you aa 1 bar don will
not be downed by tb moat powerful
man? Can't you ne that 1 inunot stop
even-i- f I do- - sometime grow very
tired and sick at heart and pray to

- this soul of mln to let m 11 down for
little while and rest? Itest reef

She broke off with a sob of th most
acute dlstreaa "There I no such word

a rest for ma Always it Is go on, go
on, constantly go on, until It seem 1

must fall along the wayside But 1 do
not fall I have won from yon con-

stantly; I have always won, and t
shall alwaya continue to win. And
yea know It. Mr. Loubeque, for I can
see it o your face bow."

Like m Inspired ah was, as th
halting tones ef her plea changed to
thou of passionate conviction, a cer--

- tatoty that npreesed Itself la words
tumbling front tb tongue with utter
abandon, word that seiud to com

j from, other lips thaa her own. And ss

to see that suddenly she teemed to
have changed, that the slip of a child
whu, had com en bttaud the Kmureu
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me when-- took th drug you, put la-- ,

th drink." , ,
."Why did you not mention It at thati

time?" The spy's tone wert dubious.
"Because I did not wish you to know.

I bad anything of such, vain about
''me." ;

"Vara? Too had bo money when.,
yon left Manila." ,

"No, but I obtained pceaeaslon ef tv
wonderful roby necklace fa the. cavern,
of the Jungle just before L-- was rw
cued by th filibuster. Three night,
ago. when I boarded th train for. hero,
that man drugged m whll 1 slept
and etoit tb necklace from about my
throat. Then be dropped out of the,
window of hi compartment That: las.

why he was detained.!
Loubequ fattened his cold eyes upon,

the butler. Th man; had nerres aav.

steady as a rock. Lucille studied the.
Judge and culprit earnestly. 8h could,
see that Thompson wa beating down,
th spy' belief lu bar story. Swift i
a flaah, without a second's thought ahe.
darted toward, tb thief. She had no-

ticed hit Angers Involuntarily seek thai
right hand brt pocket of hi eoat

fmm ,

Hit Finger. GrlpaaJ, Thompaen'Si
inreai.

when sh mad ber chant In on
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from tne hydroaeroplane nad enaaeart
become a woman of such capacity f;r
love and hate as even be himself did
not have. .

uame drck to unu me sin ue ueu
loved and whom be stlU loved as food--

ly as In the old days of Flirtation walk

at the Point, from which be bad been
expelled. Swiftly she came to bis
al.le, placing her hand upon bis shoul

der. ber voice low and tender again
like the sighing of an April breeze
through the greening baby leave

"You think you are working for hate,
and all the time yon are working for
the same reason that I am you are
working because of love. Can you

not see what a perversion, of love Is

this thing yon constantly seek to do?

Cun you not" '

Lucille could feet th man's shoul-

der trembling, could) mark th
effort be wade at self con-

trol She was almost ready to plead

with him for a return of the papers,
to gtve up his entire life work and
count It failure, confident that h was
wall along tb road to doing so, when
a rap sounded on th door

For some reason which she could not
define k shudder ran? through her at
the sours! Bbe seemed to recognlr a
slnlater presence elose hy. She glanced

at Loubeque, and her heart sank as
she saw the wave of emotion she bad
bred within him bad passed, that b
was again the Icy, indefatigable inter-nation-al

spy.

"Come In," he called briskly.
Slowly, cautiously, yet wltb not th

slightest uncertainty, the door poshed

open.' Before the visitor appeared on

th threshold Lutllle knew wb tt
would ba

For a moment she was take aback
b TbomDsnn's perfect aplomb. She
knew he had been tb en wbo rubbed
her of her necklace, that he hsd spray.
eu her with ether and taken It from
about her throat whll she slept And
yet aot so much s by th quires of sn
eyelash did he show any sign of sur
prise or fear. . :

"I was delayed, air." th btttler b-
ona apologetically, when ; Loubeque
lifted hi hand Imperatively. -

"Too were delayed," coldty repeated
the spy, separating very syllable and
meting It ut a though tt were a death
Judgment "It I perhaps better that
you were delayed, Thompson. I have
Just received a letter from man wltb
whom you are acquainted. In this
letter, Thompson, be Informs, ate be
intends turning traitor to my Interest,
that be Intend assisting Miss Love t
mak ber escape."

"Quite so, sir," murmured th butler
thief " " 1

--I am Informed by htm that be spied
upon you whll you cut through the
bar of Mis Lot' window." -

Thompson did sot stir, but Loci! It
saw tb tear go whit

Th man lied, sir." '

"Men do nut He at such moments."
For Jost s moment Thompson was si-

lent The bush upon th room was to
profound a to mak th ticking of
Loubeque' watch, ati Ik upon tb ears
Ha mallet strokes. Slowly tb butler's
index finger moved to tb scar opw
bis cheek.

Tbs man you speak of evidently did
the work In the hop of reteaiUitg Mum

Lot I gained tbl scar whD trying
to prevent the Sight air.

"lie a Her l.rx-11- burst forth pas-

sionately "That man tried to rub ma

the slickers and. Bits ot tee prwee i Loubeqne loosen aa th
laid. Once Br ah looked about i ful figure cf th girt k was lurprtaed

be, tifen front herself btto-- long rab
bur cout ami JpaaineA a tujlmet ever

, t tuA.

the cent With) tb other bund d

toward LU place she is
th necklace to .
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